
Dear Shareholders of Quantum Genomics,

I am pleased to welcome you back for this new issue of our shareholder 

letter. It gives me the opportunity to update you on our recent clinical and 

operational advances. 

In June, the complete results of our phase IIa trial for the treatment of hypertension 

proved encouraging for our drug candidate QGC001.

Thanks to these results, we were able to launch our phase II trial, NEW-HOPE, in the United 

States, targeting patients with high cardiovascular risk who have poor control of their condition or 

receive ineffective treatments. We just announced the recruitment of the very first patients. This is an 

important milestone since it marks the actual start of the trial.

In heart failure, the QUID HF trial continues in eight European countries. The aim of this trial is to 

assess the safety and test the markers of efficacy of our drug candidate in humans with heart failure. 

It follows promising preclinical results showing significantly improved cardiac function in rats after 

myocardial infarction.

To enhance our implementation capacity, we expanded our management team with the arrival of Dr 

Bruno Besse as Medical Director and the appointment of Professor Toshiro Fujita to the Scientific 

Advisory Board. I am delighted to have these two experts join us, showing our ability to attract talent.

In term of financial performance, earnings for the first half of the year, reported in early October, 

reflect the acceleration of our drug development programs across our entire pipeline. The successful 

capital increase in July substantially increases our financial visibility and provides us with the resources 

required to pursue our roadmap until mid-2019.

Despite uncertainties on the stock market, our commitment to developing our new class of drugs, 

a major source of hope for millions of patients around the world, continues to be stronger than ever.

Thank you for your trust and loyalty. I hope that you enjoy reading this shareholder letter, and I look 

forward to reaching out to you again very soon in a future issue.

Lionel Ségard
CEO of Quantum Genomics
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•  QGC001 is an antihyper-

tensive drug that acts only 

when blood pressure is anormally 

high (hypertension).

 

•  QGC001 is well tolerated, 
especially regarding renal function 

(no increase in creatinine or 

potassium).

 •  QGC001 does not affect 
the peripheral hormones 
involved in cardiovascular 
regulation (renin, angiotensin, 

aldosterone), which demon-

strates the particularly innovative 

s ide  o f  QGC001’s  ac t ion 

mechanism.
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FOCUS 
        on hypertension

The SILENT

KILLER

Greater decrease in blood pressure in the most hypertensive patients

1) WHO (World Health Organization) - A global brief on hypertension, silent killer, global public health crisis (2013). 2) Id

1/3
At least one in three 

adults suffers from hypertension.

This proportion increases to one in two for people above age 50.

9,4 MILLION
This is the number of deaths 

worldwide caused by 

complications related 

to hypertension.

15%

of hypertensive patients

   are resistant to existing treatments.

1/3 people worldwide die due to cardiovascu-

lar diseases (17 million death per year).

          A new, radically innovative

pharmacological  approach

                

RESULTS 
      of the phase IIa trial

MODE OF ACTION
      triple action from the brain

QGC001 is the first BAPAI (Brain 
Aminopeptidase A Inhibitor). 
It targets a new metabolic 
pathway, located in the brain 
and unexplored until now, that 
plays a key role in regulating 
blood pressure and in protecting 
the heart. 

This simplified diagram does not present all the components 

of the mechanisms of action of antihypertensives.

The findings from the phase IIa trial are positive and in line with our expectations:



A NEW HOPE 
 for millions of patients with complicated or resistant hypertension

NEWS 
         update

Understanding the phase II clinical trial, NEW-HOPE
•  Target: 250 hypertensive patients with high cardiovascular risk (overweight with higher base blood pressure than the pre-

vious trial), mainly from ethnic minorities in the United States.

•  Principal efficacy endpoint: decreased blood pressure measured under rigorous, standardised conditions (as in 

the SPRINT trial) after eight weeks of treatment. Ambulatory pressure (ABPM), rate of responders, and predictive res-

ponse factors will be analysed. Tolerance data will also be monitored.

•   Treatment & mode of administration: after two weeks of stopping any antihypertensive treatment, patients receive 

QGC001 treatment for eight weeks. The initial dose of QGC001 (250 mg twice a day) will be increased if necessary 

to 500 mg twice a day. Diuretic therapy (hydrochlorothiazide 25 mg) may be added, as is often the case for this type 

of patient.

An innovative trial conducted 

in the United States for better 

targeting: Quantum Genomics 

was honoured in New York on 26 October with the 

2017 Galien MedStartUp Award in the category 

“Best Innovative Trial Design”. The innovative nature 

of the NEW-HOPE trial is based on a protocol 

designed to test a treatment strategy on a majority 

of patients from US ethnic minority groups (African-

American, Hispanic, Asian). This relevant ethnic 

targeting is made possible by conducting this trial 

in the United States.

Several studies have shown that individuals of 

African-American, Hispanic, or Asian descent 

more frequently presented complicated or even 

resistant hypertension. These are patients who 

have poor control of their condition or receive 

ineffective treatment.

Hence the need to develop a new therapeutic 

approach to care for these patients and 

address this market as a priority, while remaining 

confident that QGC001 will be able to represent 

a therapeutic alternative for the world’s entire 

population of hypertensive patients.

Bruno Besse, MD 

Chief Medical Officer of Quantum Genomics

In the US, cardiologists have tightened the definition of hypertension
On 14 November, US cardiologists announced a tighter definition of hypertension, which now begins when the blood 

pressure reaches 130/80 mmHg, compared with 140/90 mmHg before. The impacts on the prevalence data are 

significant because, with this new definition, 46% of US adults are considered to have high blood pressure, compared 

with 32% currently. A blood pressure of “130/80” will not necessarily result in a drug treatment. It is rather a level of alert 

that should lead to better monitoring of this factor. These new recommendations shed new light on hypertension, 
the silent killer and number 2 cause of heart disease and stroke after smoking.
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Bruno Besse, MD
Chief Medical Officer

Dr. Bruno Besse, a cardiologist affiliated with Hôpital Européen 

Georges-Pompidou (Paris), has joined the company as 

Chief Medical Officer. He brings over 20 years of experience 

working in Medical Management and Medical Affairs 

departments in leading pharmaceutical companies, thus 

strengthening Quantum Genomics’s cardiology expertise.

A stronger cash position, offering 
visibility until mid-2019
In July, Quantum Genomics increased its capital 

by €8.2 million through a private investment, 

issuing 2,191,698 shares with equity warrants 

attached (ABSA). This capital increase could 

rise to €16 million if the redeemable equity 

warrants (BSA) attached to the new shares 

are exercised in full. This increase would 

support the company’s new drug development 

programs, particularly the NEW-HOPE study, 

and highlights investor confidence. The 

company now has the necessary resources to 

continue its research until mid-2019.

Upcoming events
23-24 November 2017: Shareholders’ Forum 

March 2018:  Publication of annual results

June 2018: General Meeting

Profile
Market: Euronext Growth Paris

Symbol: ALQGC

ISIN Code: FR0011648971

Reuters code: ALQGC.PA

Bloomberg Code: ALQGC:FP

Price on 10 November 2017: €3.22

Number of shares: 10,989,388

Market capitalisation:

35.2 million euros

The Quantum Genomics stock is now registered on the US OTCQX 

market. The trading symbol of the company’s dollar-denominated 

stock is QNNTF.

Contacts:
Lionel Ségard, CEO - +33 1 85 34 77 70

Marc Karako, CFO - Investor Relations - +33 1 85 34 77 70

marc.karako@quantum-genomics.com

For more information about Quantum Genomics,
follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn

      Professor Toshiro Fujita,
     Member of the Scientific Advisory Board

    Professor Toshiro Fujita joined the company’s Scientific Advisory Board. His 

internationally renowned expertise in resistant arterial hypertension and his knowledge 

of the Japanese pharmaceutical market are definite assets for Quantum Genomics.

APPOINTMENTS

SHAREHOLDERS’
    corner

EVENT

To mark World Heart Day (28 September) and French 

Heart Week, extreme adventurer Philippe Croizon and 

Lionel Ségard did a parachute jump together to raise 

public awareness of cardiovascular diseases, the 

leading cause of death in the world. A 4,000-metre 

jump to highlight the need to advance research, 

develop new treatments, and strengthen prevention 

policies.

Philippe Croizon and Lionel Ségard, 
a big jump to raise public awareness 
of cardiovascular diseases


